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On the Harmonious Application of Article 20 (General
Exceptions) of GATT and the Principle of Sustainable
Development

Lin Jia
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, China

Abstract

The general exceptions clause in Article XX of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade(GATT)provides flexibility for member
countries in fulfilling their tariff and trade obligations,particularly in areas such as environmental protection and public health.
However,with the gradual deepening of the concept of sustainable development,the application of this clause faces challenges
in aligning with the principles of sustainability.This paper analyzes the general exceptions clause in Article XX and explores
how it balances the goals of trade liberalization and sustainable development in global trade.By examining WTO case law,this
paper summarizes the application of Article XX in international disputes and,in light of the sustainable development goals in the
environmental,social,and economic domains,offers suggestions for improving the coordination mechanism between the clause and the
principles of sustainable development.The paper aims to provide legal insights and policy recommendations for the modernization of
global trade rules and the compliance pathways of sustainable supply chains.
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