BFSFELER - $£02% - F118 2025511 A DOI: https://doi.org/10.12349/ecin.v2i11.8825

Coupled Economic Theory: A New Paradigm of Analysis
Based on Complex Systems

o 1 . 2%
Wenze Niu' Niu Jun

1. China Electric Power Engineering Consulting Group International Engineering Co., Ltd., Beijing, 100048, China
2.Taiyuan Municipal Bureau of Gardening, Taiyuan, Shanxi, 030000, China

Abstract

The binary paradigm of mainstream economics, “planning vs. market,” encounters profound explanatory dilemmas when attempting
to explain the systemic rise of late-developing large economies such as China. This paper proposes the “Coupling Economic
Theory” (CET) to transcend this traditional opposition. The core proposition of CET is that the long-term “adaptive efficiency”
of modern economies does not depend on the purity of any single coordination mechanism, but is endogenously embedded in
the dynamic complementary coupling of “strategic coordination mechanisms” and “market coordination mechanisms” through
institutional interfaces. The paper systematically constructs an analytical framework composed of three pillars: 1) The coupling
of dual coordination mechanisms, elucidating the functional complementarity between the state and the market and the interactive
model achieved through “institutional interfaces”; 2) The “dual-channel model” of resource allocation, revealing the dynamic cycle
between long-term capacity building guided by strategy and short-term efficiency optimization driven by the market; 3) Dynamic
adaptive governance, proposing a governance architecture centered on “meta-governance capacity” that ensures continuous learning
and resilience in coupled systems. CET not only provides a unified framework for explaining the development miracle of East Asia,
economic differentiation during transitions, and governance challenges in the digital era, but also marks a significant shift in the focus
of economic research from static equilibrium analysis to the paradigm of complex system coordination.
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