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Promoting the Renewal of Traditional Business Districts in
the Old City with the Integration of “Culture Business and
Travel” — Taking Jiangnan West Business Circle in Haizhu
District of Guangzhou, China as an Example
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Abstract

Traditional commercial districts are an important carrier of urban vitality, carrying the dual functions of urban consumption
experience and cultural display. As one of the first batch of international consumption center cities in China, Guangzhou has made the
transformation and upgrading of traditional commercial districts an important part of promoting the construction of an international
consumption center city. However, with the development of emerging commercial districts and the impact of diversified business
models, traditional commercial districts in the old urban area of Guangzhou are facing a series of problems such as urban cultural
loss, weak growth of traditional consumption, and limited space, which have led to development bottlenecks. This paper is based
on the perspective of cultural, business, and tourism integration in traditional business district updates, analyzing three modes of
integrated development of “cultural, business, and tourism”: using culture to drive brand building in traditional business districts,
consumption upgrading to lead innovation in traditional business district formats, and urban renewal to drive spatial improvement in
traditional business districts. Build the traditional commercial district in the old city area into a new model for Guangzhou to achieve
“new vitality in the old city”, and revitalize the development of Guangzhou’s “millennium old commercial capital”.
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