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Exploring localized barrier-free design in elderly-friendly
services in urban-rural fringe areas during urbanization: A
case study of Ordos City

Na Zhang
College of Fine Arts and Design Jining Normal University, Ulangab, Inner Mongolia, 012000, China

Abstract

During the 14th Five-Year Plan period, national policies have promoted the transformation of elderly care services from “basic
guarantee” to “inclusive sharing”. In response to this strategy, Ordos City has issued relevant action plans to build a multi-level
elderly care service network, providing diversified services for the elderly in urban-rural fringe areas. As a transitional zone
between urban expansion and rural transformation, the urban-rural fringe of Ordos presents complex characteristics such as spatial
fragmentation, population mobility and fragmented service supply. Existing barrier-free facilities suffer from the problem of
“isolation”, while existing research has paid insufficient attention to this area. In line with the consensus in the field, barrier-free
design needs to break through the limitations of standardized norms, and localized adaptation is the key to resolving the contradiction
between resource constraints and diverse needs in urban-rural fringe areas. Based on the framework of “design-side solutions -
demand-side segmentation - industry-side collaboration”, this study adopts interdisciplinary methods such as field surveys and case
studies to construct a modular and low-cost barrier-free design and elderly-friendly service system, providing a systematic practical
path for solving relevant problems in the urban-rural fringe of Ordos.
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