BESEGX - £ 03% - F04H] - 2026 £ 04 A DOT: https://doi.org/10.12349/edtc.v3i4.10198
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Abstract

The creation of Han poetry by Korean monks constitutes a unique scene in the history of East Asian Han literature, demonstrating the
integration of the extension and localization of Chinese culture. Taking the Korean monk Hui Chao (approximately the 8th century)
as an example, the remaining five Han poems in his incomplete “Record of the Journey to the Fifth Tiantuizhong Kingdom” vividly
reflect how the monk poet, using Chinese as a medium, combined Buddhist thought with the traditional Chinese poetic tradition to
construct a cross-cultural linguistic landscape. Hui Chao’s poems such as “Lamenting the Request for Buddhist and Chinese Monks”
and “Thoughts on the Southern Heavenly Road” employed Buddhist imagery like “floating clouds rustling” and “precious trees”
to express the loneliness, homesickness, and religious experience during the journey for Buddhist learning in the narrative. These
poems not only embody the aesthetic pursuit of “poetry and Zen integration” but also reflect the culture of China from an “alien eye”
in reverse, serving as an early witness to the literary exchanges between China and Korea. Hui Chao’s poems have a language that
combines the sacredness of religion and the lyricism of literature. Their style is similar to that of Tang Dynasty five-character poems,
confirming the development path of Korean Han poetry through imitation and innovation, and providing a typical case for the study
of East Asian Han literature and the dissemination of Buddhism.
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