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good deeds

Wanyi Zhang
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 999077, China

Abstract

This paper takes the story of persuading people to do good deeds in The book as the research object, and classifies and analyzes
the historical background of the enlightenment stories in the book. In general, the stories that guide people to do good deeds can
be divided into two categories: filial piety stories and gratitude stories. The filial piety stories encourage people to maintain the
traditional family ethics, and the gratitude stories will further expand the scope of doing good deeds. The book was written in the
Eastern Jin Dynasty, when social unrest and wars occurred frequently, and the officialdom was monopolized by the gentry for a long
time. The stories of the novel urging people to do good deeds satisfied people’s desire to punish evil and promote good, and provided
spiritual sustenance for people at that time. In addition, Buddhism was prevalent in the Wei and Jin dynasties, and the reincarnation of
cause and effect also influenced the content of the story of doing good deeds. The official propaganda of filial piety in the Jin Dynasty
also influenced the writing of the story of filial piety in the book.
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