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The popularization trend in the process of Sinicization of
Marxism—Also discusses the tendency of elitism in the
current Marxist research
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Abstract

Popularization is an inherent aspect of Marxism, yet it has been introduced to China through the channel of elitism: initially, cultural
elites were the main disseminators, using forms of elite culture such as classical Chinese and private notes for communication,
which then merged with traditional feudal political thought within the same elite cultural sphere. First, it was the feudal bureaucrats
and officials of the Self-Strengthening Movement, followed by reformist intellectuals, then the petty bourgeoisie and intellectuals,
and finally, the working people joined in, gradually achieving popularization through the “downward journey” of communicators.
Currently, Marxist studies exhibit a tendency towards elitism that runs counter to this process. It is necessary to fully and accurately
grasp Marxism, unify scientific understanding and faith in practical activities, and correct this tendency by combining theory with
practice, reality, the times, the masses, and actual experience.
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