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Leaves fall and willows wither, autumn is thick—Reflections
on reading Zhang Zeduan’s Along the River During Qingming
Festival

Shan Liu
Palace Museum, Beijing, 100000, China

Abstract

In the vast river of Chinese art, there is a work that has become a treasure of ancient Chinese painting with its grand scale, delicate
brushstrokes, vivid scenes, and rich cultural connotations. It is Zhang Zeduan's Along the River During Qingming Festival by the
Northern Song Dynasty painter. It is a renowned art treasure both domestically and internationally, hailed as the pinnacle of ancient
Chinese genre painting. This long scroll has important literary value, as well as high historical and artistic value, for studying urban
life, customs, transportation, architecture, and other aspects of the Song Dynasty. For a long time, the seasons depicted in this painting
have been the focus of debate among scholars. Although the name of the painting contains the word “Qingming”, traditionally it is
believed to depict the spring scenery during the Qingming Festival. However, increasing evidence suggests that this painting does not
depict the scenery of spring, but rather the prosperity and abundance of autumn. This article will provide a detailed analysis of the
autumn scenery depicted in the painting Along the River during Qingming Festival, including the natural scenery, character activities
and costumes, daily customs and festive atmosphere, as well as other details.
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