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Collision and Integration: Traditionality and Modernity in
Root-Seeking Literature

Jianing Zhang Yuzhe Li
Zhejiang Shuren University, Shaoxing, Zhejiang, 312000, China

Abstract

Through detailed analysis of three core dimensions—thematic conceptualization, narrative innovation, and linguistic
experimentation—it demonstrates how this literary current facilitated profound collision and creative integration between traditional
cultural elements and modernist consciousness. By scrutinizing representative works including The Chess Master, The White Deer
Plain, Pa Pa Pa, A Dictionary of Maqiao, and Red Sorghum Clan, the study argues that Root-Seeking Literature transcended mere
cultural nostalgia or Western imitation. Instead, it constituted a deliberate endeavor to reappropriate traditional resources through
modern critical lenses while remaining grounded in native cultural soil. This movement significantly expanded the conceptual
horizons and expressive capacity of Chinese literature, establishing pivotal pathways and providing invaluable paradigms for
asserting Chinese literature’s distinctive modern character and agential status, thereby exerting enduring influence on subsequent
literary developments.
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