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From literature collection to cultural communication: Analysis
of the multidimensional value of Lei Jiande’s Anecdotes and
Anecdotes of The West Chamber

Guang Chen
Chinese Association for the Study of Popular Literature and Art, Beijing, 100071, China

Abstract

Within the luminous constellation of Chinese classical literature, *The Romance of the Western Chamber* has become a timeless
cultural icon through its humanistic ideal of “wishing all lovers in the world to unite as devoted couples.” As this Yuan Dynasty
drama endures seven centuries of historical vicissitudes, how can it regain vitality in contemporary contexts? Drawing on decades
of collection and research, Lei Jiande, Cultural Consultant at Pujiao Temple, bridges classical texts with modern audiences through
his book *Anecdotes and Curiosities of The Romance of the Western Chamber: Lecture Series* and regional lecture tours.
This work, featuring over 600 rare color illustrations and multidimensional interpretations, not only provides a panoramic view of
*The Romance of the Western Chamber*’s cultural dissemination but also pioneers a new paradigm of “niche research for mass
communication.” By integrating three dimensions—documentary preservation, comparative studies, and cross-cultural exchange—it
establishes a valuable model for the contemporary inheritance of classical literature.
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