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A Brief Discussion on the Influence of Mei Lanfang’s Lin
Daiyu Burying Flowers on the Visualization of The Dream of
the Red Chamber
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Abstract

In 1924, Mei Lanfang brought the Peking opera Lin Daiyu Buries the Flowers to the screen. Though this silent film was short,
it marked the beginning of the visualization of *Dream of the Red Chamber* and exerted a profound influence. In terms of plot
selection, Mei Lanfang chose the core segment of Lin Daiyu burying flowers”and presented the essence of the original work in a
way of “extracting the essentials and deleting the redundancies”, setting a model for later generations. Subsequent film and television
works adapted from “The Dream of the Red Chamber”, regardless of their narrative perspectives, mostly retained or focused on
this plot and the theme of the love between Baoyu and Daiyu. In character portrayal, Mei Lanfang broke through the limitations of
traditional opera makeup. He designed Lin Daiyu’s costumes by drawing on ancient paintings of ladies, and showed her melancholic
temperament through a combination of gestures, expressions and singing. His innovations laid the foundation for the portrayal of Lin
Daiyu in subsequent visualizations and provided important enlightenment for the contemporary visualization creation of “The Dream
of the Red Chamber”.
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