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Text interpretation of Zeng Zhuo’s Tree on the Cliff
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Abstract

Tree on the Cliff is a modern poem written by poet Zeng Zhuo in 1970. By depicting a tree blown to the edge of a cliff by a “strange
wind”, it metaphorically illustrates the survival dilemmas and spiritual struggles of intellectuals against the backdrop of a unique
historical context. Research has found that the confrontation between the “tree” and the “wind” in the poem is not only a concrete

representation of individual fate, but also reveals the theme of life in adversity through the tension imagery of “spreading its wings
and flying”, which symbolizes the perseverance of ideals and the pursuit of freedom.
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