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The Influence of Confucianism on Empress Feng’s Reforms
in Northern Wei
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Abstract

Confucianism played an indispensable role and exerted a profound influence in Empress Feng’s reforms during the Northern
Wei Dynasty. The Northern Wei Dynasty, a pivotal period in Chinese history, witnessed significant political institutional reforms,
economic structural transformations, and cultural evolution, all of which had far-reaching historical implications for subsequent
societal development. As a significant figure in Northern Wei history, Empress Feng’s reform measures were deeply influenced by
Confucian thought. This paper will explore how Confucianism specifically influenced the content of Empress Feng’s reforms and
shaped her reform ideology through an analysis of the basic principles and status of Confucianism, as well as the historical context
faced by the Northern Wei Dynasty. This analysis will further examine the major and enduring impact of these reforms on subsequent
historical developments.
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