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Abstract

Wang Shifu’s “The Romance of the Western Chamber” and Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” as twin jewels of love drama in
Chinese and Western literary history, emerged from vastly different cultural contexts-The former was rooted in the rigid feudal rites
of the late 13th-century Yuan Dynasty, while the latter blossomed during the humanistic dawn of the late 16th-century European
Renaissance. Both works, however, share a common theme of youthful romantic struggle, reflecting humanity’s eternal yearning for
freedom and authentic love. While sharing the anti-feudal motif, their artistic styles and ideological depths diverge due to cultural
differences. Building on previous research, this paper conducts a comprehensive comparative analysis across five dimensions:
thematic resistance, cultural encoding of narrative structures, gendered perspectives on love, philosophical distinctions in plot
conclusions, and contemporary implications of cross-cultural influence. The study aims to reveal the spiritual essence and aesthetic
disparities in love narratives between Chinese and Western cultures.
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