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The production of the color of auspiciousness—China
painting mineral cinnabar

Baojun Ma
Ningxia Polytechnic University, Ningxia, Yinchuan, 750021, China

Abstract

The mineral cinnabar is the most recognizable color of China, serving as our nation’s auspicious and lucky color, representing the
quintessential “China Red”. Due to its profound cultural significance, it has been highly favored in paintings throughout history.
However, its aesthetic value has been overlooked in contemporary times due to the use of substitutes. This article explores the differences
in hue and chromatic gradation in the production of stone cinnabar colors through practical discussions on material characteristics, raw
material selection, and bleaching methods, as well as issues related to comparisons with traditional painting materials.
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