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How to reshape the civic morality of prison inmates

Zihan Wang
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Abstract

Civic morality constitutes the fundamental behavioral standards that social members must adhere to in public life, serving as a
cornerstone for maintaining social order and fostering societal harmony. As crucial institutions for criminal rehabilitation and
punishment execution, prisons bear the dual mission of not only deterring crime but also transforming inmates through education and
correctional programs, ultimately cultivating law-abiding citizens with moral integrity. The process of reconstructing civic morality in
incarcerated individuals holds profound practical significance and enduring value. This paper initiates its exploration with the concept
of “reconstruction,” examining how to systematically rebuild the civic morality framework for prison inmates under ideal conditions.
Beginning with an analysis of civic morality’s essence, it identifies root causes of moral deficiencies among inmates and proposes a
reconstruction pathway centered on ideological-political education, supported by four pillars: social ethics, professional ethics, family
virtues, and personal integrity. The study emphasizes the importance of collaborative educational mechanisms involving families,
schools, and society, while integrating modern educational concepts and technological tools to establish a comprehensive, multi-level
moral reconstruction system.
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