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“King of Mount Tai” to “Red Steward”: Wang Zuo’s Cultural
Awakening and Historical Merits in the Jinggangshan
Struggle
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Abstract

During the Jinggangshan struggle period, Wang Zuo achieved a legendary transformation from a “Mountain King” in the outlaw
forces to a “Red Administrator” of the Red Army. In his early years, he became a guardian of the local people by advocating “robbing
the rich to help the poor” in the Jinggangshan region. After joining the revolution, he successively served as a member of the Fourth
Red Army’s Military Committee, regiment commander, and director of the Xiang-Gan Border Defense Committee. Through practical
initiatives such as establishing a Red Army mint, constructing border checkpoints, setting up medical facilities, and developing
transportation routes, he played crucial roles in logistics support, defense construction, medical assistance, and communication
networks. This article traces his transformative journey to elucidate the practical significance of being a “Red Administrator”, reveals
his historical contributions to consolidating the revolutionary base area, and showcases the spiritual growth and ideological elevation
of an outlaw leader into a revolutionary warrior.
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