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On the Tragic Implications and Aesthetic Value of “Xu San
Guai’s Blood Sale”
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Abstract

Yu Hua narrates in a calm tone the story of ordinary worker Xu Sankou repeatedly selling his blood to cope with the hardships of
life in “Xu Sankou Selling Blood”. This article holds that the tragedy of this novel does not stem from the downfall of traditional
heroes, but rather from the struggle and resistance of individuals under the pressure of history and survival, forming a profound
allegory about the exploitation and eventual exhaustion of “physical capital”. This article systematically analyzes the mechanism
and expression of the tragedy from four dimensions: the imagery of tears, fate and physical suffering, the metaphorical and ritualistic
deconstruction of the act of selling blood, and the contrast of the beauty and ugliness of the characters’ personalities. Ultimately, it
is pointed out that Yu Hua uses this to transcend the traditional tragic mode, in a narrative that juxtaposes absurdity and nobility, and
questions the philosophical connotations of individual dignity, resilience, and the collective memory of the nation.
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