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Tuva Music as a Carrier of Cultural Memory: Reading
Levin’s “In the Place Where Mountains and Waters Sing—
Music and Culture in Tuva and Its Surrounding Areas”
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Abstract

This paper takes “In the Place Where the Mountains Sing: Music and Culture in Tuva and Its Surrounding Areas” co-authored by
American music ethnographer Theodore Levin and Tuva ethnographer Valentina Suzukyi as the research object and conducts an
analysis based on the two core field investigations in the book. From the trepidation and collision of the Henghatu Band in bringing
Tuva music into the Western world, to delving into the Tuva folk to explore the essence of nomadic music, focusing on key issues
such as throat singing art, sound imitation, and “music centered on timbre”, this paper analyzes the dialogue relationship between
humans and nature, as well as deities in Tuva music, and the influence of the nomadic people’s worldview of “all things having
spirits” on music creation. At the same time, by combining examples such as the “melody borrowing” phenomenon of Mongolian
epics and Uligeer in the field investigation of Tongliao, and the “natural sketch” of mountains and rivers in the Subei Long Song, the
commonalities between Tuva music and Mongolian music are compared to reveal the profound value of nomadic music as a carrier
of cultural memory.
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