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A brief talk about Wang Shifu and Dong Jieyuan The
playwright of The West Chamber quoted the idiom stories
of famous masters in the past dynasties

Jiande Lei

Pujiu Temple, Yongji City, Shanxi Province, Yongji, Shanxi, 044500, China

Abstract

Wang Shifu’s “Cui Yingying Waits for the Moon in the Western Chamber” (abbreviated as “Wang Xixiang”) and Dong Jieyuan’s “The
Palace Tunes of the Western Chamber” (abbreviated as “Dong Xixiang”), as two peaks in the development history of the story of “The
Western Chamber”, not only exhibit distinct characteristics in plot structure and character portrayal, but also demonstrate remarkable
artistic differences in their references to and adaptations of classical idiom stories across dynasties. As condensed carriers of China’s
traditional culture, idiom stories embody historical allusions, moral concepts, and aesthetic sensibilities. In their adaptations, both
authors creatively transformed these cultural legacies based on the distinctive features of different literary genres and creative
philosophies, thereby enriching the cultural connotations of their works while enhancing the expression of characters’ emotions and
dramatic conflicts. This paper aims to explore the similarities and differences between the two works in their references to classical
idiom stories from three dimensions: source of reference, functional orientation, and artistic effect.
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