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The teaching of classical Chinese to cultivate critical
thinking ability

Lina Zhang
Jinjialing School, Laoshan District, Qingdao, Shandong, 266000, China

Abstract

Critical reading serves as the core pathway to guide students in achieving independent thinking, critical inquiry, and innovative
construction during text interpretation. It is also one of the core literacy development objectives advocated by the Compulsory
Education Chinese Curriculum Standards. Based on classical Chinese teaching practices, this paper explores strategies for integrating
critical reading through four dimensions— “text analysis, contradiction analysis, repetitive narrative, and interdisciplinary
connections” —using classic texts such as “The Well-Digging Man Who Gained One Person,” “The Ballad of Mulan,” and “The
Foolish Old Man Who Removed the Mountains.” The aim is to provide actionable practical suggestions for cultivating critical
thinking skills in classical Chinese education, thereby promoting the coordinated development of students’ rational thinking and
textual interpretation abilities.
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