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From “Conventional Form” to “Contemporary Expression”:
A Study on the Modern Translation and Practice of Chinese
Opera Performance Elements in Modern Chinese Drama
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Abstract

This paper focuses on the modern adaptation and practice of Chinese opera performance elements in modern Chinese drama, aiming
to explore innovative ways of expressing traditional opera conventions within a contemporary theatrical context. Through theoretical
analysis and observations of artistic practice, the study systematically examines the process of deconstructing and reconstructing
opera conventions in modern drama. The findings indicate that, through this adaptation, modern drama deconstructs the stereotypical
features of conventional opera vocabulary and reconstructs its fluidity, achieving a contemporary transformation of performance
language. It translates the abstract aesthetics of opera into expressions of psychological reality, constructing artistic spaces that
align with modern sensibilities. Additionally, it breaks through the typified framework of opera role systems to create complex
contemporary characters and integrates conventional opera music with modern musical elements, producing a symphonic dramatic
sound. The study concludes that this adaptive practice not only preserves the aesthetic essence of traditional Chinese opera but also
promotes the localization and innovation of modern drama, providing a significant model for the modern preservation of traditional
art forms.
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