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Abstract

According to the theory of conversational implicature, indeterminacy is one of its features. However, with the emergence and
development of post-Gricean approaches, some scholars have begun to question this view, arguing instead that conversational
implicatures are determinate. Therefore, this paper analyzes the determinacy of conversational implicature from the perspective
of relevance theory. The study found that, based on the relevance theory and strength condition, in the process of communication,
the speaker conveys an explicit stimulus, which is the guarantee of relevance, that is, to ensure that the listener can obtain relevant
information from this stimulus. Based on the expectation of relevance, the listener then constructs the implicit premises according
to the chosen context. Some of these assumptions are strongly relevant to the speaker’s words, and some are weakly relevant. The
implicit premises with strong relevance are constructed by the listener in order to derive a determinate conversational implicature, and
when there is no implicit premise with strong association, a set of weak implications is needed to derive conversational implicatures.
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