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Abstract

This study investigates the transmission of Prussian military thought in late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century China, focusing
on its transformation from institutional imitation to educational rationalization. The study concludes that the significance of Prussian
military thought in China extends beyond the military domain: it facilitated the rationalization of governance through education.
From the Hubei Military Academy to the Whampoa Military Academy, the Prussian educational model provided a template for
China’s modernization of political education and administrative rationality. The “Germanization” of military learning in late Qing
China was, therefore, not a mere imitation but an early experiment in educational rationalization—revealing the creative agency of a
non-Western society in global knowledge circulation.
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