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A Study on the Establishment and Evolution of Pingliang
Guard in Ming Dynasty

Tinghan Guo
School of History and Culture, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, 010000, China

Abstract

While most historical records attribute the establishment of Pingliang Wei to the third year of the Hongwu era, the Pingliang Wei
Xuanbu (Selection Register of Pingliang Wei) documents the deployment of Ming troops to defend the garrison as early as the
second year of Hongwu. This study contends that Pingliang Wei was established as early as May 1403 (the second year of Hongwu)
when Ming forces captured Pingliang, with its founding no later than January 1403 (the third year of Hongwu) as recorded in the
Veritable Records of the Ming Dynasty and local chronicles, and no earlier than May 1403. The evolution of Pingliang Wei warrants
particular attention to the establishment of the Guyuan Garrison Commandery under its right division. This event is corroborated by
multiple sources including the Veritable Records, regional chronicles, and epitaphs. Together with the abolition of Kaicheng County,
the Manchu Rebellion, the elevation of Guyuan Commandery to garrison status, and the establishment of a prefectural seat, these
developments collectively foreshadowed the mid-to-late Ming period’s relocation of Shaanxi’s military commander to Guyuan and
the opening of the frontier command post at Guyuan.
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