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Research on Japan’s Aggression against Zibo Mining
during the Full-scale War of Resistance

Mei-tong Chen
Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong, 250358, China

Abstract

During the Anti-Japanese War, Zibo, as the core industrial area in North China, benefited from its strategic location, convenient
transportation, and valuable mineral resources, and thus became a key target for Japan’s “war-for-war sustenance” strategy. Japan
used a combination of military occupation and colonial rule to systematically plunder the coal and aluminum resources of Zibo,
control the Jiaoji Railway to ensure transportation, and support the establishment of puppet regimes with the “using China to control
China” strategy, while forcibly exploiting the labor force. This act of aggression not only caused irreversible damage to the mineral
resources of Zibo and completely disrupted the social structure, but also seriously hindered the progress of the Anti-Japanese War,

becoming a typical example of Japan’s colonial economic aggression against China.
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