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Mud for Soul, Wood for Rhythm-The Connection and
Creative Experience of Clay Sculpture and Wood Carving

Yi Sun
Zhengtai Tang Wood Carving Museum, Jiaxing, Zhejiang, 314100, China

Abstract

As quintessential treasures of Chinese traditional arts and crafts, clay sculpture and wood carving exhibit distinct material choices and
techniques, yet share profound connections in their creative origins, technical applications, and cultural essence. This study explores
the interplay between these two disciplines through the lens of their shared principle of “capturing spirit through form,” examining
their alignment in modeling principles and technical exchanges. It elucidates their cultural commonality rooted in folk traditions
and religious beliefs, while distilling a craftsman’s philosophy—respecting material properties, transcending craft boundaries, and
preserving cultural core values—based on decades of creative practice. These insights offer practical guidance for the preservation
and innovation of traditional craftsmanship.
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