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Identity and Politeness: A Cross-Cultural Pragmatic
Contrast between Chinese and Foreign College Students

Man Yao
Anhui Xinhua University, Hefei, Anhui, 230088, China

Abstract

This paper takes Chinese and foreign college students as research subjects, exploring the differences in the use of politeness strategies
and their underlying motivations in cross-cultural pragmatic contexts from the perspective of identity. Based on questionnaire surveys
and situational simulation experiments, combined with pragmatics and social psychology theories, it analyzes the influence of self-
identity, intergroup distance, and cultural values on the choice of polite language. The study finds that Chinese college students
tend to adopt strategic politeness (such as euphemisms and ambiguity) to maintain group harmony, while European and American
students prefer direct politeness (such as concise expression and positive affirmation) to demonstrate individual autonomy and
respect for equality. The differences in identity positioning and perception of power relations are the main driving factors. Finally, it
proposes pragmatic awareness cultivation strategies in cross-cultural communication training and college English teaching to provide
references for enhancing mutual understanding and communication efficiency between Chinese and foreign students.
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