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An Analysis of the Historical Hierarchy of Loanwords in
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Abstract

The Burmese branch is an important branch of the Tibeto-Burman language family within the Sino-Tibetan language family. It
has distinct language characteristics and is mainly distributed in the border area of Dehong, Yunnan Province, China, and within
Myanmar. It includes languages such as Burmese, Samong, Hpun , Marma, Achang, Xiandao,Zaiwa, Leqi, Langsu, and Bora. The
languages of the Burmese branch have a close relationship with Chinese, especially the languages used by the Burmese branch people
living in China. Due to frequent contact with Chinese throughout history, the intensity, nature and duration of contact vary in different
periods. As a result, Chinese loanwords have formed multiple time levels in the languages of the Burmese branch.Early loanwords,
due to their long history of integration, may have become difficult to distinguish from native words. However, late loanwords may retain
more phonetic features of Chinese. This article attempts to conduct a preliminary analysis of the historical hierarchy of loanwords in
the Chinese language of the Burman language branch, and distinguish these loanwords at different levels, with the aim of providing a
reference for the research on the historical hierarchy of the Tibeto-Burman language family.
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