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A Brief Discussion on the Five Masters of Zijin Mountain
and the Foundation of Yuan Dynasty’s Academic Prosperity

Xinlong Zhao
Guo Shoujing Memorial Hall, Xingtai, Hebei, 054000, China

Abstract

The Five Masters of Zijin Mountain (Liu Bingzhong, Zhang Wengqian, Zhang Yi, Wang Xun, and Guo Shoujing), as the core of the
Xingzhou School in the early Yuan Dynasty, established the foundation for the academic prosperity of the Yuan Dynasty through their
pragmatic governance philosophy. Under Kublai Khan’s administration, they promoted institutional development and technological
projects. With Liu Bingzhong as the central figure, the Five Masters transformed the academic training of Zijin Mountain Academy
into practical state governance: Politically, they established the “Great Yuan” state name, planned the capital Dadu, and improved
institutional frameworks to build a unified cultural and administrative system. Technologically, they led the compilation of the “Shoushi
Calendar” (with a tropical year precision of 365.2425 days), created over twenty astronomical instruments including the Jianyi,
established national astronomical observation stations, and advanced the integration of mathematics with practical measurement
science. In water conservancy and agriculture, Guo Shoujing improved the Tonghui River and proposed the “Six Water Conservancy
Measures,” while Zhang Wenqian promoted sericulture techniques, strengthening the empire’s economic and engineering
foundations. They broke through traditional Confucian learning by integrating Chinese and foreign cultures and technologies,
achieving systematic breakthroughs in astronomy, mathematics, water conservancy, and architecture during the Yuan Dynasty.
Simultaneously, they expanded the official education system and compiled classics like the “Yuan Jing Shi Da Dian,” forming an
academic pattern characterized by “practical learning flourishing, scientific advancement thriving, and institutional clarity.” This laid
the critical foundation for the multi-faceted academic prosperity of the Yuan Dynasty.
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