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The Appreciation of the Portrait of Empress Yang: The
Aesthetic Evolution and Historical Impression of Empress
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Abstract

Yang Guifei, as a highly legendary historical figure in ancient China, is a classic subject in ancient Chinese portrait paintings. This
article takes the ancient paintings depicting Yang Guifei from various dynasties since the Tang Dynasty as the research object,
comprehensively applying image analysis methods and literature research methods. It examines the visual presentation of Yang
Guifei in the ancient paintings from two dimensions: appearance and clothing depiction, and events and scenes creation. It explores
her image’s trajectory through the changes of the times, from the realistic reverence in the Tang Dynasty, the satirical criticism
in the Song and Yuan Dynasties, to the objective secularism in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. It also deeply analyzes the cultural
connotations behind it, such as the symbolism of love and female destiny, and the reflection of politics and society. The research
aims to restore the true and three-dimensional artistic image of Yang Guifei through the mutual verification of images and historical
documents, revealing the imprint of the times behind the changes of her image, and providing a unique perspective for interpreting
the development history of Chinese portrait paintings and traditional culture.
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