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Abstract

Film History: Theory and Practice®, co-authored by American scholars Robert Allen and Douglas Gomery, is a systematic
exploration of theories and methodologies in film history research. The book is structured into three parts: The first part defines the
role of film history within film studies, distinguishing between film history, film theory, and film criticism. The second part examines
four traditional categories of film history—aesthetics, technology, economics, and social film history—emphasizing that film is a
multidimensional phenomenon. The third part advocates for the value of local film history and the concept of re-integrating film
history, proposing that film history is an open system requiring comprehensive analysis incorporating technical, economic, and social
mechanisms. Through case studies, the book challenges established historical perspectives, offering a reflective framework for film
history research.
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