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Abstract

This paper takes the slogans of the National Games from 1959 to 2021 as the research object, combs through the governance logic
and cultural evolution behind them, and divides the development into three stages: the political mobilization stage from 1959 to
1987, where the slogans were a projection of national will and sports transformed from a “survival tool” into a “symbol of national
strength”; the stage of coordination between the Olympic strategy and marketization from 1993 to 2005, where the slogans aligned
with the times and connected with the international community, yet the instrumentalization of sports values emerged; and the stage
of the humanistic turn in sports governance from 2009 to 2021, where the slogans focused on the whole people, benefiting the public
and health, and sports were integrated into the national health governance system. The evolution of the National Games slogans has
realized a triple leap in function, subject and value, reflecting China’s rational return to the essence of sports and the social value shift
from collective endeavor to individual care..
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