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Comparison Analysis of Water Pollutant Discharge Limits
between US and China for Offshore Oil Exploration and
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Abstract

Water pollutant discharge limits from offshore oil exploration and production in China are mainly based on national standard
GB4914-2008, which clearly defines the discharge concentration limits for pollutants directly discharged into the sea in different
sea areas from offshore oil exploration and development activities, which are applicable to our domestic water, territorial sea and
other areas under jurisdiction. Water pollutant discharges of the outer continental shelf in the United States are regulated under
corresponding discharge permits for different sea areas. This paper compares the differences in standards between China and the
United States, and provide a reference for those pollutants that are not clearly stipulated in GB4914-2008.
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