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Abstract

As core components of China’s environmental governance framework, the pollutant discharge permit system and environmental
impact assessment play pivotal roles in pollution source control and project feasibility evaluation. However, practical implementation
has revealed systemic gaps between these mechanisms due to differing objectives and inconsistent technical standards. These
discrepancies manifest through conflicting approval criteria, fragmented data systems, and delayed regulatory updates, which not only
increase administrative burdens for enterprises but also undermine environmental management effectiveness. This study examines
institutional design and case studies to identify root causes of these disconnects, proposing coordinated and standardized integration
strategies. The proposed approach aims to facilitate effective synergy between these dual systems, providing actionable pathways to
enhance environmental governance capabilities.
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