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The Sand Control in Minqin Opened the Technical Precedent
for China’s Sand Control
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Abstract

Situated in the northeastern part of the Hexi Corridor and the lower reaches of the Shiyang River Basin, Minqin County is bordered
by the Tengger Desert and Badain Jaran Desert on three sides (east, north, and west), with desertified areas covering 94.9% of its total
territory. As China’s frontline in desertification monitoring and control, Minqin serves as the core of the “Northern Sand Control Belt”
under the national “Two Screens and Three Belts” ecological security strategy, acting as a vital ecological safeguard for both the Hexi
Corridor and the broader Northwest region. This strategic location has drawn high attention from Chinese authorities, with leaders
repeatedly emphasizing that “Minqin must never become another Lop Nur,” which has accelerated desert control efforts. Recent
years have seen effective desertification management and environmental improvement through key national projects. By synthesizing
technical summaries from different phases of sand control initiatives and analyzing major achievements, this study proposes an
overarching roadmap for future desertification prevention and control.
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