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The Method and Practice of the First Stage Investigation of
Low Risk Soil Pollution
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Abstract

With the implementation of the Soil Pollution Prevention and Control Law of the People’s Republic of China, the investigation of soil
pollution status in construction land has become a critical step before land development. A key challenge in current environmental
surveys is how to efficiently and standardly complete the first-phase investigation for “low-risk” plots with minimal historical
evolution and no significant industrial activities. This paper systematically reviews the key aspects of three major components in the
first-phase investigation: data collection, field surveys, and personnel interviews. Based on the Technical Guidelines for Soil Pollution
Status Investigation of Construction Land (HJ 25.1-2019) [1], and using a proposed residential land plot as an example, it elaborates
on the investigation process and cross-verification methods for multi-source information in low-risk plots. The results demonstrate
that a systematic and standardized first-phase investigation can establish a complete evidence chain, confirm the absence of pollution
risks, and avoid unnecessary second-phase sampling and analysis. This study aims to provide practical guidance for similar low-risk
plot investigations.
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