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Abstract

China promulgated the “Pollutant Discharge Standard for Urban Sewage Treatment Plants” (GB 18918-2002) in 2002, and issued
amendments in 2006 and 2025 respectively to gradually improve the requirements for water pollutant discharge limits. Under
this framework, key river basins have set stricter control targets for the effluent quality of urban sewage treatment. This paper
systematically reviews the current sewage discharge standard system and management status in China, compares and analyzes
regional differences in the setting of discharge limits for key river basins such as the Haihe River, Yangtze River, Yellow River,
and Pearl River, discusses the main problems existing in the implementation of the current standards, and proposes optimization
strategies for regional environmental management, aiming to provide a reference for differentiated standard formulation and precise
environmental supervision.
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