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Corpus based construction of English spatial concepts:
taking the polysemy of preposition over as an example
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Abstract

Since the 1980s, with the help of categorization and prototype theory, cognitive semanticists have proposed various polysemous
models regarding spatial concept over. However, existing research has certain theoretical and methodological issues. To improve
these shortcomings, based on Saeed’s (2016) context differentiation of ambiguity and fuzziness, and Hoey’s (2005) vocabulary
triggering theory, this paper advocates using a usage based research perspective to construct the spatial conceptual structure of over
from the longitudinal aggregation dimension, and proposes an ambiguity analysis framework. By extracting usage based vocabulary
grammar evidence from the BNC corpus, six basic usages of over are sorted out. In addition, a comparative analysis based on usage
was conducted on the two usages of “above cross” and “covering”. The results showed that the former was more typical than the
latter, and there was a certain degree of mutual exclusion between the two in terms of usage.
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