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“According to the sound” “Yin knead”: guzheng to inherit
the independent knowledge of national music

Jing Li
Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian, 361012, China

Abstract

As a traditional Chinese musical instrument, the guzheng embodies a wealth of indigenous musical knowledge through its
performance techniques. “Pressing notes” (an yin) and yin-nao are two essential techniques that highlight the unique charm of
guzheng playing across various schools and in modern compositions. This paper provides an in-depth analysis of the transmission
lineage, cultural connotations, and innovative applications of these techniques in guzheng performance. It reveals their significance
in preserving and transmitting Chinese indigenous musical knowledge and offers theoretical support for the inheritance and

development of guzheng art.
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