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Abstract

Contemporary theater’s portrayal of women is undergoing profound transformations, reflecting both the evolution of socio-cultural
contexts and the influence of gender power structures in artistic expression. Female characters are evolving from traditional one-
dimensional stereotypes into multidimensional, complex personas with nuanced personalities and emotional depth. They have
transcended their role as mere plot devices to become pivotal forces driving narrative progression. Nevertheless, this transformation
remains constrained by persistent gender stereotypes and imbalanced discourse power, with female characters’ expressions still bound
by invisible frameworks. Through examining the historical background, challenges, and recent developments of female roles in
theater, this paper aims to reveal their potential and future possibilities, while emphasizing the crucial significance of gender-sensitive
theatrical innovation for social advancement.
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