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A Preliminary Exploration of the Pathways for Democratic
Centralism to Fully Exert Its Advantages
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Abstract

The democratic centralism system boasts multiple advantages, with its core value lying in “centralization based on democracy
and democracy guided by centralized leadership,” achieving a dialectical unity between democratic principles and centralized
governance. This system balances the efficiency of “collectively soliciting opinions” with “highly coordinated actions,”
demonstrating strengths in decision-making effectiveness, organizational cohesion, and interest alignment. However, historical
lessons from Stalin’ s authoritarian rule and China’ s Cultural Revolution reveal that unchecked centralized power risks
degenerating into authoritarianism. Collective decisions may sometimes devolve into “one leader’ s unilateral authority,” where
the top executive dominates collective leadership while other members merely echo directives, ultimately leading to decisions
divorced from public consensus. Therefore, exploring ways to refine democratic centralism holds significant practical importance.
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