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Rooted in the Local, Nurturing the Heart: A Practical
Study on the Development and Utilization of Indigenous
Educational Resources in Rural Kindergartens

Sumei Tan

Shiping Township Kindergarten, Zunyi, Guizhou, 563411, China

Abstract

As China’s preschool education reform deepens, the adoption of “life-oriented” and “play-based” curriculum concepts has become a
widely recognized consensus. Rural kindergartens now face the challenge of breaking free from the “urbanization” and “elementary
schoolization” tendencies in curriculum design, while pursuing substantive and distinctive development. Grounded in the theories of
“life as education” and “dynamic education,” this study systematically explores practical challenges in developing local educational
resources within rural kindergartens, including “insufficient awareness,” “lack of systematic frameworks,” and “superficial utilization.”
Through action research and case analysis, the study establishes a classification system, development principles, and utilization
strategies for local educational resources. Three major resource modules— “natural ecology,””’production and living,” and “folk
culture” —are constructed, alongside a five-dimensional practical model: “environmental setup as the foundation, domain teaching as
the thread, regional activities as the surface, thematic activities as the core, and home-kindergarten collaboration as the wing.”
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