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From “Banishing Evil and Propitiating the Gods” to “Cultural
Performance”: The Functional Transformation and Social
Memory Reproduction of the Yongjing Nuo Dance Ritual in
Gansu
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Abstract

Taking Yongjing Nuo dance as the research subject, this paper explores the transformation process of its function from traditional
“exorcism and disaster prevention” rituals to modern “cultural performance.” Through a combination of fieldwork and literature
review, it analyzes the internal logic of Nuo dance’s functional shift under the backdrop of social transformation, revealing its
significant role in the reproduction of social memory. The study finds that the functional evolution of Yongjing Nuo dance is not only

an inevitable adaptation of culture to modern society but also a crucial means for local communities to reconstruct collective memory
and shape cultural identity.
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