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Abstract

The vertical integration of vocational education systems is a crucial task in building a modern vocational education framework.
Effective connection between secondary and higher vocational education serves as a key link in achieving integrated talent
cultivation and constructing a skills-based society. Currently, the connection between secondary and higher vocational education
still faces challenges such as disconnected curriculum systems, inconsistent teaching objectives, significant differences in evaluation
standards, and inadequate pathways for further education, which constrain the continuity and quality improvement of vocational
education talent development. From the perspective of educational structure optimization and institutional innovation, this paper
analyzes the practical dilemmas and institutional bottlenecks in connecting secondary and higher vocational education, and explores
practical approaches including integrated curriculum systems, shared teaching resources, coordinated management mechanisms,
and standardized evaluation systems. The study suggests that through improving top-level design, deepening school-enterprise
collaboration, and policy support, a long-term mechanism for integrated development of secondary and higher vocational education
should be established to achieve sustainable cultivation of skilled talents and overall enhancement of the vocational education system.
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