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A Study on Practical Translation Strategies for CET-4:
Taking the Translation Questions from the December 2025
CET-4 Real Exam as an Example

Gang Zhao
Kunming City College, Kunming, Yunnan, 650000, China

Abstract

The translation section of the National College English Test Band 4 (CET-4) is designed to assess students’ ability to render Chinese
texts into English. Approaching the task from the test-takers’ perspective, this paper proposes a set of operational strategies. To meet
the basic requirements of CET-4 translation and to tell China’s stories effectively while disseminating Chinese culture, candidates
are advised to work on six dimensions: (1) selecting appropriate English equivalents for Chinese words and expressions, (2)
analyzing and rendering temporal relations accurately, (3) converting Chinese voice indicators into proper English passive or active
constructions, (4) building well-formed grammatical sentence structures, (5) making implicit logical links explicit, and (6) employing
special syntactic devices such as participial phrases, inversion, or cleft sentences when necessary.
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Unlike traditional tourism, city walk does not aim to cover as
many attractions as possible in a short time, but rather involves
strolling freely or following themed routes through streets and
alleys.
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Walkers taste local snacks, admire distinctive architecture, and
learn about the local way of life. Furthermore / Additionally,
they use cameras or smartphones to record the city’ s scenery
and people.
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