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The Application and Effect of Situational Teaching Method
in Junior High School English Vocabulary Teaching
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Abstract

Under the new curriculum reform and core competency orientation, the goal of English vocabulary teaching has shifted from
mere memorization to comprehensive cultivation of pragmatic competence and cognitive qualities. Situational teaching, grounded
in authentic contexts, stimulates students ‘motivation and enhances vocabulary comprehension and transfer through creating
communicative, life-related, and task-oriented learning scenarios. This study examines junior high school English classrooms using
a combination of classroom observation, questionnaire surveys, and teaching experiments to analyze the application strategies and
effectiveness of situational teaching in vocabulary instruction. Results demonstrate that this approach significantly improves students’
vocabulary mastery depth and breadth, enhances lexical flexibility and contextual adaptability, and fosters English thinking and
communicative abilities. The paper proposes improvement pathways including optimized scenario design, strengthened classroom
interaction, and multidimensional evaluation mechanisms, providing actionable teaching models and theoretical support for junior
high school English vocabulary education.
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