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Why Rural Primary Schools Are Losing Students: A Case
Study from Hebei Province and Strategies for Response

Xinyang Gao
Cangzhou Xinhua Experimental Middle School, Cangzhou, Hebei, 061000, China

Abstract

With the ongoing implementation of the 14th Five-Year Plan, China's compulsory education is advancing towards greater balance,
comprehensiveness, and equity. In this context, rural primary schools face significant challenges, including the prominent issue of
student attrition. Rapid economic development has spurred rural-urban migration, widening the development gap—particularly in the
distribution of educational resources—and leading to a decline in student enrollment in many village schools. As rural development
is crucial, with education being a vital component, this study examines a primary school in C City, Hebei Province, as a case to
investigate the causes of student attrition in rural areas. It analyzes and summarizes the contributing factors, proposing potential
solutions and approaches. This research aims to provide a reference for improving rural education and supporting revitalization in
Hebei, while contributing to the transition from basic to high-quality in compulsory education.
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