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The Concept of Development and Utilization of the Anhui
Taihu Mountain Complex Agricultural System

Jianwen Zhu

Agricultural and Rural Service Center Jinxi Town Taihu County, Anqing, Anhui, 246400, China

Abstract

The Anhui Taihu Mountain Complex Agricultural System was successfully included in the list of the sixth batch of China’s important
agricultural heritage candidate projects in July 2021. Located in the Dabie Mountains of our county, centered around Huating Lake,
it involves 9 townships, with its core areas being Tangquan Township, Sigian Town, Jinxi Town, and Tianhua Town. This system has
a history of over 4,000 years. Based on the village site selection principle of “backed by mountains and facing water, surrounded by
mountains and embraced by water, with an open Mingtang and gates guarded by lions and elephants,” suitable river valley areas were
chosen, and houses were built along the mountains and beside the water. Generation after generation, this agricultural system has
evolved, gradually forming folk culture, dietary culture, folk art, the tradition of farming and reading, and Buddhist Chan culture, all
closely related to agricultural activities. It exhibits typical characteristics of the integration of immigrant culture and local culture, and
has formed a land use pattern centered on defensive dwellings known as “large house architecture,” characterized by “forest-village-
pond-field-river.” This is a concentrated manifestation of the scientific utilization of mountainous water and soil resources for survival
by the people of the Dabie Mountains.
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