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Study on the optimization path of the connection mechanism
between pollutant discharge permit and environmental impact
assessment
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Abstract

There are two fundamental systems in China’s current environmental management system: pollutant discharge permit and
environmental impact assessment. Pollutant discharge permit focuses more on in-process and post event supervision, while
environmental impact assessment focuses on pre event prevention assessment. The two systems should have formed a complete
closed loop in terms of institutional design. With the continuous advancement of ecological civilization construction, the lack of
systematic coordination between these two systems has gradually been exposed, such as the coexistence of policy overlap and
regulatory gaps, which have a constraining effect on the improvement of environmental governance efficiency. How to break
through institutional barriers and achieve synergy has become an urgent core issue that needs to be addressed when optimizing the
environmental governance system. This article explores the path of optimizing the connection between these two systems from the
perspective of institutional integration, in order to provide corresponding theoretical support for building a modern environmental
governance system.
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